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Liberals at top of polls

But Canucks not 'thrilled’ with performance
By BILL RODGERS, OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

OTTAWA -- Canadians give Paul Martin's
government an average grade, but their love affair
with the Liberals continues unabated, according to
a SES/Sun Media poll. The survey of 1,000
Canadians taken from Jan. 26-29 shows 35% rate
the new Martin government's performance as
average, while another 23% are undecided.

"Half of Canadians aren't really hot on this
government,” said SES president Nik Nanos. He
believes it could be a vulnerability as Martin's Grits
head into an election later this year.

"People like Paul Martin and ... the Liberals
compared to the Conservative Party ... but they're
not as thrilled about the actual performance of the
Liberal government.”

THRONE SPEECH CRUCIAL

Nanos said it is critical for Martin to tackle the
issue in the new session of Parliament. adding the
Throne Speech today is "very important” to turn
around performance results.

The poll showed only 6% of Canadians believe the
government is doing a very good job, 24% said the
performance was somewhat good and 13% rated it
as poor or very poor.

When asked who would make the best prime
minister, the survey put Paul Martin at the top by a
whopping 50%. Lagging far behind at 8% were
Conservative leadership candidate Stephen
Harper and NDP leader Jack Layton at 5%.
Another 26% were undecided, and 6% didn't like
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